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New to Surge Protection? Don’t Worry,
LC Automation Has Got Your Back...

Surge Protection?
Protect Your Customers in Six Easy Steps

Power Surges can be a big problem for manufacturing companies. They can lead to component
failures and extended periods of downtime – a killer for any manufacturer. And you may be
surprised to know that most surges are not caused by lightning strikes. In fact, in the UK,
lightning strikes are probably be less important than other factors, such as issues with your
power supply, or electrical disturbances from within the building itself.

If you supply control panels into the manufacturing
industry, that means it’s an important issue for you –
and there are legal requirements that back that up in
the 2nd Amendment of the 18th Edition Wiring Regs.

So, if you’re new to Surge Protection, how do you
get started? As usual, LC Automation has your back
with a simple 6-step plan.

Step 1: 
System Assessment
Identify if there is any surge
protection already in place. If
required, Type 1 protection should
be installed where power enters
the building (at the meter), to
reduce the impact of any 
external surges. 

Check if that is the case and then
identify sub-distribution panels.

Step 2: Risk Analysis and
Product Selection
Consider the potential impact of
surges on equipment functionality,
downtime costs, and the overall
safety of the system.

Select reliable surge protection
devices (SPDs) from a trusted
supplier, we recommend the
Weidmuller VARITECTOR range.
Pay attention to factors such as
voltage ratings and network types. 

Step 3: 
Installation Planning
Your SPD’s need to be installed at
strategic points within the system,
at sub distribution boards. 

Where you have cable runs of
10m or more from the 
upstream SPD’s, you will also
require additional surge
protection in your control panel
to protect against internally
generated transients.
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https://www.lcautomation.com/Store/Category/Control_Gear_and_Circuit_Protection/Weidmuller/Lightning_and_surge_protection.aspx
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Whether you just need a quote, or some more help to specify the right products for your
application, we are here to help you to establish a robust surge protection system that not only
safeguards your customers equipment but also contributes to long-term reliability and
customer satisfaction. 

Remember, the LC Automation team has got your back, with loads of support and guidance
available. We’re here to help, so give us a call on 01254 685900.

LC Automation Ltd, Duttons Way, Shadsworth Business Park, Blackburn, Lancashire. BB1 2QR

Step 4: 
Installation
Follow the manufacturer
installation guidelines, and make
sure you adhere to all the latest
wiring regulations during the
installation process. 

Properly secure your SPDs and
check your connections to ensure
their effectiveness. 

Step 5: Monitoring and
Maintenance
Schedule regular monitoring and
maintenance checks to inspect the
surge protection system and
ensure all components are in good
condition. Optional on-board
contacts allow to you remotely
monitor the SPD’s status, or
additional test equipment will allow
you to verify the arrestor status
and if replacements are required.

Step 6: Get in Touch with
LC Automation
This 6-step process is designed to
get you started with surge
protection, or as a checklist for
more established users. But LC
Automation, backed by
Weidmuller experts, are still here
to support you, answer questions,
or help to specify the right surge
protection for your panel.
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