Here at LC Automation,
we are committed to
keeping you up to date.

Whether that is innovative
new products, new supplier
announcements or industry
developments, we bring you
the news that counts. In this
issue, we include;

Announcing Our Latest
Supply Partner - Patlite!

Patlite became our latest supply
partner just in time for Automation
Revolution - and it has quickly
become a firm favourite with our
manufacturing customers.

If your engineers and operatives
need to see what is happening on
your machines, across a busy
factory floor, find out more with
our review of the excellent Patlite
stand on page 3.

Mitsubishi Lead the Way
with New Software

The Mitsubishi Electric stand
included a range of PLCs, HMs,
and a.c. Inverters, but it was their
latest Artificial Intelligence’ software
that attracted our attendees.

Mailab, is an Al data science tool
that analyses and diagnoses data on
your production site, depending on
what you want to achieve. Check
out pages 6 and 7 for more info.

Supported by Make UK

We are so grateful for the support
that Make UK showed for both our
events. Although they are one of
the largest, and most prestigious,
manufacturing organisations in the
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Building Partnerships For Industrial Automation Success

Were You Part of The
Automation Revolution?

Supported by

May was a huge month at LC
Automation, as we brought Ten
World-class Suppliers together for
our first Automation Revolution
events in Blackburn, and Hardwick
Hall, County Durham.

If you were lucky enough to join us, you
would have seen one of the best
product line-ups this side of the NEC. If
you weren't there, sorry but you really
missed a treat!

uk

What Was it All About?
¢ Collaboration between LC
Automation & 10 key suppliers
* Bringing a range of innovative
products to your backyard

* Helping you make the most of
Automation in your business

* Inspiring our attendees

Biggest Events Ever!

We billed Automation Revolution’ as the
biggest LC Automation events ever -
and all the feedback and attendee

numbers really backed that up. Will Automation Revolution be making a

UK, it was good to see they were
still happy to share our events with
their members.

Everyone we spoke to gave loads of
great feedback about the events,
especially the fantastic location of
Hardwick Hall in County Durham.

return next year! We don't have any
current plans, but if there is demand
from our visitors and suppliers... we
could be persuaded.

Call Blackburn On
2201254 685900

Call Chippenham On
= 0I249 460099

LC Automation

control & safety

www.lcautomation.com /



https://www.makeuk.org/

The Best Day Ever? We're
Not Sure... but it was Close!

At LC Automation, we like to do things a little differently. We don’t sell
just anything, we like to build long-term relationships that create trust
and help customers and suppliers to work better, together.

Keeping it Different... Did You Miss Out?

So when it comes to events, we like to If you couldn't make it, or the North of

do things a little differently too. Our England is too far to travel, sorry but

events in Blackburn & County Durham you missed a great event.

were designed to bring a whole supply But that doesn't mean you can't see all

chain together. It wasnt about selling, it the [atest innovations and tech from

was all about making a difference. these top suppliers. We have videos to
give you a flavour of what went on -
and are happy to arrange a site visit and Automation Revolution was a great
demo if you want to see any of these opportunity to discuss projects, see the

products for yourself. JUSt let us know. latest tech, and meet old friends again.

Our VR Formula | experience
proved to be a huge hit for those with
the skills, and the stomach for it!

wisiesh A L. PILZ LWUTZEE ﬁl

&
" ELECTR’C ‘9 RED LI1DON THE SPIRIT OF SAFETY SYSTEMATIC TECHNOLOGY

SAFETY - ) —_—
3 Apex pynamicsuk B Weidmiller 3¢ SICK PATLITE. [ [ [[]]

p—

o
- 'y
t ?‘j‘) T’ ‘

- i
o
whe

/

N

\ ’
L *
1 2 .
3 Our events were all about collaboration
between LC Automation, 10 of our
M . f - ! leading suppliers, and our customers.

Call LC Automation Blackburn on 01254




New Supplier Lights Up our Events with a
Stunning Display of Signal Towers & Beacons

When it comes to Signal Towers, i
Beacons and Other Alarms, Patlite
is the world leader. They are also
our newest supply partner and
really lit up Automation Revolution
with their stunning display.

It was a great way to kick off our new
partnership, giving our visitors and sales
team the opportunity to learn all about
the Patlite range - did you know Patlite is
the World’s Number | manufacturer of
visual and audible signalling devices?

No, neither did we!

Patlite LR Series Signal Towers
The LR series from Patlite is the most
advanced LED Signal Tower available.
Delivering superior visibility and sound
for unambiguous indication, robust

construction for harsh, wet It Couldn’t be More Simple Is that for you?

environments, and a modular system LR Series has a simple "Twist and Lock' If you missed the great range of Patlite
for easy customisation. The Patlite LR system to make it easy to customise & products at Automation Revolution,
series is equipped to solve your most reconfigure your light and sound we'll be happy to give you a demo.
challenging applications. modules to suit your requirements Get in touch to arrange a convenient
Amazing Visibility Stronger and More Durable time for a Sales Engineer to visit you.
With a re-designed lens and improved The sleek, smooth design and improved

light module construction, the LR series  body construction make the LR well PA‘ ! y l l TE
provides a brilliant, even light, giving suited for your harsh environments. ®
clear visibility, even at longer distances.

Audible from Any Direction

Patlite has re-engineered their sound
module, so it is completely enclosed for
substantial water and dust protection
while still producing a loud, omni-
directional sound.

Calum O'Connell explains
the main benefits of Patlite

'}
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Patlite Signal Towers are the brightest we have
seen. You won’t miss them on your shop floor!

The Patlite stand was a real treat for everyone
attending Automation Revolution

685900 or Chippenham on 01249 460099



https://www.lcautomation.com/Page/Our_Suppliers/Patlite.aspx
https://youtu.be/l8omMap7b1g?si=749H5lAy2HIQrCmF
https://youtu.be/l8omMap7b1g?si=749H5lAy2HIQrCmF
https://youtu.be/l8omMap7b1g?si=749H5lAy2HIQrCmF

Access Permission & Operating
Mode Selection in One! PILZ

In a language where they have a
word for everything,
surprisingly German only
has one word; ‘Sicherheit’
to mean ‘safety’ and
‘security’, whereas
English differentiates
between the two.

Safety, is the protection of people from
your dangerous machinery, whereas
Security means protecting your
machinery from your people.

At Automation Revolution, the Pilz

team demonstrated how PITmode does

both; Security via access permissions Attendees saw how this one system
and Safety with operating mode clearly controls the access permissions
selection. It's the best of both worlds for your machines and helps your

and provides loads of benefits for employees to avoid errors without
machine builders and end-users alike. having to remember passwords.

Py

Watch Rhiannon Gibson
talk you through the Pilz
" PitMode Access Solution.

What PITmode Does for You; Pilz PITmode provides different access
rights and functionally safe operating
modes, with comprehensive, tamper
-proof permission management.

V Clearly controls the access
permissions for your machine

V Helps to avoid errors by using

A It's easy to retrofit the PITmode and
clear permission levels

replace existing keys with electronic
V Makes passwords that are hard transponder keys, preventing

to remember superfluous organisational issues, protecting your

employees and increasing productivity.
V Renders the use of countless

k If you missed PitMode at Automation
eys unnecessary

Revolution, check out the video, and
/ Enables the safe operating mode  give us a call on 01254 685900 for
of your machine more details or your own demo.

Apex Dynamics
Really Delivered

When it comes to delivery times,
Apex Dynamics are hard to beat.
But, it was the amazing build
quality of their gearboxes that
wowed the audience at our
Automation Revolution events.
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s APEX DYNAMICS UK

If you rely on gearboxes as part of your
manufacturing process, you don't want
to make the wrong choice and pay for it
later. You probably stick to the same
manufacturer, because you always have.
We can understand that.

So, that's why it was important to get
Apex Dynamics involved in Automation
Revolution. When you see their build
quality first hand, backed by an industry
leading 5-year warranty, it shows that
you can rely on them.

Call LC Automation Blackburn on 01254


https://www.lcautomation.com/Page/Latest_News/Pilz-PITmode-Access-Control.aspx
https://www.lcautomation.com/Page/Our_Suppliers/Apex-Dynamics.aspx
https://youtu.be/JFzmiIsYa6Q?si=kZxKH171Mma6xhVG
https://youtu.be/JFzmiIsYa6Q?si=kZxKH171Mma6xhVG
https://youtu.be/JFzmiIsYa6Q?si=kZxKH171Mma6xhVG

Gearboxes
on the Day

It was also a great opportunity to meet
Malcolm Hillary and Andrew Parsons,
the Apex Dynamics team that can help
you to select the right gearbox.

If you have the specification or part
number of the competitors gearbox you
currently use, they will happily quote
the Apex Dynamics alternative.

E“'E Join Andrew Parsons for an
exclusive video tour of the
E Apex Dynamics Gearbus

And did we mention the guaranteed
maximum 3 week delivery time? If it's
delivered late... you get it for free!

If you want to see their excellent range
of gearboxes for yourself, give us a call
on 01254 685900 and we will be happy
to arrange a competitive quote, site visit,
or your own exclusive demo.

685900 or Chippenham on 01249 4600

Sick Bring Sensor Solutions
and a Wealth of Expertise

Automation Revolution gave Accurately measure

the team from Sick an opportunity pmessef:;it?:‘?;s;::;ircitailviirtry y::;
to show off their impressive range improve your product quality.
of sensors - and their wealth of

expertise and experience. repeatability of 0.05%. Best of all,
Although we have a range of Sick safety ~ because it's a non-contact sensor, it can
equipment on the wall of our demo be used where a measuring wheel

area, it was sensors that Sick chose to wouldn't produce reliable results, or

focus on at this event, could damage the material, especially

: delicate, smooth or
soft materials such as
fine textiles.

It seems like whatever you want to
measure, Sick brought a solution to suit.
Level, flow, distance, even pressure,
Sick can accurately measure it all.

Speetec® Speed & Length Sensor
One of the stars of the show was the
new Speetec® non-contact, speed and
length sensor. As you would expect
from Sick, it measures the material
surface with an accuracy of 0.1%, and a

O
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https://www.lcautomation.com/Page/Our_Suppliers/Apex-Dynamics.aspx
https://www.lcautomation.com/Page/Our_Suppliers/Sick.aspx
https://youtu.be/o1MNuNUza6o?si=nHal8MTxMqeYGPzO
https://youtu.be/o1MNuNUza6o?si=nHal8MTxMqeYGPzO
https://youtu.be/o1MNuNUza6o?si=nHal8MTxMqeYGPzO

Rittal and EPLAN Update
Your Panels for the Future

‘Rittal? | know they make solid
enclosures, but that’s it. Right?’
Well, you’re half right. Their
enclosures are rock solid, but that
isn’t all. You’re not even close.

Rittal and EPLAN joined us for both
days at Automation Revolution,
displaying their rock solid enclosures,
but also discussing energy-saving cooling
and some of the tools that can
revolutionise your control panel wiring.

What’s EPLAN?

EPLAN is the sister company to Rittal
and is a fantastic software solution for
electrical engineering & automation,

simplifying your design,
documentation, and

collaboration processes. -II
Think of it a bit like CAD...  FRITIAL

but on steroids! [ | E

The Rittal stand featured enclosures, with
a host of innovative digital technologies to
help make your life easier

Energy Efficient Cooling

Increases in temperature reduce the life
of your critical components, but cooling
adds extra costs. Rittal Blue E+ keeps
your components cool and uses 70%
less energy to do it. Win, Win.

Call LC Automation Blackburn on 01254

Mitsubishi Elec
Solutions that'

Mitsubishi Electric covered a wide
range of hardware, cobots and
software on their impressive 5m
stand at Automation Revolution

While he was with us, Patrick
Dion-Fehily, Mitsubishi’s Digitalisation
Specialist gave us a quick run though of
Mailab, their latest Al software.

The impressive mix of Software and
Hardware on the Mitsubishi stand was
certainly thought provoking...



https://www.lcautomation.com/Page/Our_Suppliers/Rittal.aspx
https://www.lcautomation.com/Page/Our_Suppliers/Mitsubishi.aspx

tric Break New Ground with Software
Will Revolutionise Your Business...

What is MailLab?

‘Mailab is a data science tool that
analyses and diagnoses data on your
production site. Basically it collects data
from within your factory site and uses Al
to analyse it depending on what you
want to achieve from the output’.

But I’'m Not a Data Scientist...

“The main benefit of
Mailab is that it's very
easy to use. You don't
need a lot of training
or a data scientist to
program it, which is
something we're
really trying to push. It
is pretty much straight
up and running’.

So, it makes sense
of your data?

Yes, it can take all the
data and distill it down
into something that's
useful to the end user.
It can do that visually using graphs, and
then put the information back into the
system to help optimise production’.

‘\\J

J At both events, Barry Weller
from Mitsubishi Electric had a
great Cobot demonstration,

- showing how they can be
\ used with a minimum of
additional safety measures.

It was a great demonstration, but what
about the cost? Aren't cobots expensive?

Save £10,000 Off a Cobot!

If you joined us in Blackburn or County
Durham, your goodie bag included a
voucher to get you a massive £10,000
off a Mitsubishi Cobot and software -
bringing the price to under £20k!!

...and Don’t Forget Your Exclusive
£10,000 Cobot Discount!

What Industries will it Suit?

‘It's not really about specific industries
but what you want to achieve. There
are multiple things Mailab is able to
assess, such as detecting errors in
product quality, then predicting when
errors will occur and adjusting device
parameters. That suits most industries’.

The Mitsubishi Demo was an exclusive for
LC Automation, before it went to the NEC
for Manufacturing & Engineering Week

’ MITSUBISHI
A N\ ELECTRIC

A Great Place to Start

If you want to begin integrating a robot
into your manufacturing process, a
Mitsubishi Cobot is a great place to start.

Lost your voucher, or just want
some more information about the
offer? Call us on 01254 685900.

You programme the Cobot
using the excellent RT Toolbox
Software, just like Mitsubishi arm
robots. So you get to learn skills
you can then transfer onto
bigger projects in the future.

RT Toolbox also lets you plan,
setup and virtually demonstrate
your project even before you
purchase your robot!

685900 or Chippenham on 01249 460099


https://www.lcautomation.com/Page/Our_Suppliers/Mitsubishi.aspx

Machine Builders... Weidmuller Are
Here to Make You More Efficient!

Weidmuller had a very simple
message for everyone who
attended our Automation
Revolution events; ‘We can help
you to become more efficient’.

It's a hot topic at the moment, with
many Machine Builders and Control
Panel Wirers across the UK struggling
with a lack of skilled Engineers.

But Weidmuller see that skills gap a little
differently. According to Graham Shultz,
Weidmuller WPS Sales Engineer; “This
is a great opportunity to look at your
workforce and make better use of their
skills. Most companies | speak to have
experienced engineers who spend a lot
of time on mundane jobs. We can help
to automate those everyday tasks so
your engineers can focus their efforts
where their skills are really needed.

E%E Watch as Martin Dalton
demonstrates how easy
‘Snap In’ Terminals are.

Call LC Automation Blackburn on 01254

From time-saving ‘snap in’ terminals to
wire processing machines, Weidmuller
focus on improving your efficiency.

With all their high-tech kit, it may
be surprising that the star of the
Weidmuller stand was the fantastic
range of snap-in terminals.

How much time do you spend crimping
cables and wiring terminals each week?
When it comes to everyday jobs, it
must be one of the biggest drains on
your engineering time - every week.

SNAP IN =

—y

Snap In ‘Steals the Show’

Martin Dalton, Weidmuller Sales
Development Engineer explains how
Snap In terminals save you time.

‘Snap In is a continuation of the push in

terminal concept that we created years

ago, but now there is no need to crimp
your cable. Just cut it to length, insert in
the terminal, and a reassuring ‘click’ tells
you the connection is made’.

‘Best of all, that wire is not going to
come loose, no matter how much your
panel vibrates. It's solid as a rock’.



https://www.lcautomation.com/Page/Our_Suppliers/Weidmuller.aspx
https://www.lcautomation.com/Page/Latest_News/SNAP-IN-to-the-future-with-Weidmuller.aspx

Red Lion ‘Flex’ Their Muscles
to Add an ‘Edge’ to Your Data RB‘?IT

Red Lion Controls are experts in project from the
communication and monitoring, drawing board to a
and two of their experts, Andy successful project.
Lester and Peter Keckes, joined us  If you want to find
for Automation Revolution. out more about
Red Lion is “THE Data Company’, Red Lion Controls,

or want to see
exactly how their
innovative products
can impact your
manufacturing
business, give us a
callon 01254
685900 and we'll
be happy to help.

focusing on bringing IT and OT closer
together, and building secure, future
proof solutions that will demonstrate
how digitalisation can have a positive
impact on your manufacturing company.
LC Automation, working with Red Lion
experts, can offer you all the help and
support you need to get your lloT

"8 a

Red Lion FlexEdge is Your Gateway
to Securely Monitoring Your Data

Red Lion Controls FlexEdge brings e Secure access to all your data

industrial data acquisition to ® The flexibility to start small and
simplify and support your remote expand in the future
monitoring requirements. ® Over 300+ Protocols - Connect

It makes it easy to get the data you Virtually Anything, Anywhere

need, wherever you are, with a choice o Advanced Web Server and Virtual
of Serial, Cellular, USB and Wi-Fi HMI for live remote monitoring
communication sleds. © Wide Operating Temperature Range

Best of all, it's modular which makes it

future proof. You can start small and add
extra capacity and options as your needs
grow in the future. Easy, flexible, future-

| FLEX3aDGE
685900 or Chippenham on 01249 460099



https://www.lcautomation.com/Page/Our_Suppliers/Red_Lion.aspx
https://www.lcautomation.com/Page/FlexEdge.aspx

IDEM Get Hands-on = &
with Stainless Steel g
Safety Switches S
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At LC Automation, we love IDEM IDEM in Stock
Stainless Steel Safety Switches and ~ Can we make IDEM
Trapped Key Interlocks. They are Safety Switches any
rock solid, really heavy duty, and more attractive. Well _
are certainly built to last - you yes, they are also Sy,

simply can’t beat them. available from stpck
for next day delivery!

The IDEM
team was very
busy at both
our events

But build quality is hard to show on a
website or PDF. You really need to pick
them up. You need to get your hands
on them and feel their quality. That is
why they were so popular at our
Automation Revolution events.

You can check our
website for real-time
stock availability, or call

01254 685900 with
your requirements.

Did You Miss Out?
Don't worry if you weren't able to
join us to see the IDEM range for
yourself. We can arrange a
no-obligation demonstration at a
time and place to suit you.

Something for Everyone

Along with the whole safety cage demo,
the IDEM team brought a fantastic
selection of products, from compact,
non-contact safety switches, through
solenoid interlocks, to the very latest

network ready UGB-Net interlocks. Get in touch, and let us know which
products you would like to see. Our

local Field Sales Engineer
will do the rest.

It sounds like a cliché, but there really
was something for everyone (or every
safety application anyway).

Designed
& Built

in the

Worlds Smallest Type 4 Stainless
Steel RFID Safety Locking Switch!

One innovation IDEM brought to Automation

Revolution, was the MLZ Hygienic Safety Interlock.
With a 30mm-wide body and IP69K Protection Rating,
it's the most compact switch of it's type available!

Three entry actuation points make it suitable for a wide

range of guarding applications. And because it can be used
without a mounting plate on the narrowest machine guard
rails, it will fit in the smallest of your safety applications.

Aty
It's ideal for outdoor use, or washdown environments in i :
food and beverage, or pharmaceutical manufacturing. Q ‘

Call LC Automation Blackburn on 01254


https://www.lcautomation.com/Page/Our_Suppliers/IDEM.aspx

Lutze AirSTREAM Certainly Turned
Heads at Automation Revolution

‘Do you want to save 40% of the Brendan said; “With skills shortages and and discussing the tangible benefits of
space in your control panel? What high energy costs, there is more interest ~ AirSTREAM. It was great that so many
about reducing your climate from Engineers than ever before. In the Engineers got to see it for themselves at
control by 24%? Brendan Mackay  rest of Europe, it's pretty standard, but both the very successful Automation

from Lutze had people interested in the UK, we're starting a conversation ~ Revolution events.’

in AirSTREAM right from the off! I3
AirSTREAM is a revolutionary control . oILEN

panel wiring system that saves you time, & A"STREAM Wiring System
saves you space, and saves you energy! 4 :

Win! Win! Win! ’
Not only will it reduce wiring time and

save space in your panel, it provides a

more even temperature which reduces

hotspots & stress on your components.

Simply changing the way your panels are
wired can reduce the need for active
climate control. So, it was no surprise
that Brendan had a steady flow of
people interested in Lutze AirSTREAM.

e

N—
J Power Supplies

The Lutze Airstream demo was very
popular, with Engineers discovering this
new wiring technology for themselves

O UL

® £

R

”wwmumf -

Lutz r lies, Ethernet switch |_\=_| .
e pove st vt NG| 7 Z
conscious Engineers...

SYSTEMATIC TECHNOLOGY

It wasn't just AirSTREAM that got control panel connectors. If you
people interested in the Lutze stand.  need to access your PLC or other
They also showcased a full range of ~ automation equipment in the panel,

power supplies, Ethernet switches, without shutting down your
and custom cable assemblies along machine, or opening the panel door,
with the brand new PanelCon PanelCon is an excellent solution.

685900 or Chippenham on 01249 460099


https://www.lcautomation.com/Page/Latest_News/Lutze-AirSTREAM.aspx
https://youtu.be/upduDybGiY0?si=PO1pV4u12dQPWGrI
https://youtu.be/upduDybGiY0?si=PO1pV4u12dQPWGrI
https://youtu.be/upduDybGiY0?si=PO1pV4u12dQPWGrI

JAl is the Future of Sustainable
Manufacturing in the UK IA1

Engineers that work with
pneumatic cylinders often tell us
they are annoying, unreliable and
hard to control. But if you own or
run a manufacturing company they
are much worse - they are wasting
energy and costing you money!

If your company is under pressure to
reduce energy use, reduce your carbon
footprint, & become more sustainable,
pneumatic cylinders (or air cylinders) are
always going to hold you back.

Use Alternatives Where Possible!
According to The Carbon Trust,
compressed air systems account for
10% of all Industrial energy use, but the
efficiency is ‘often poor’ due to leaks,
inappropriate use, ad hoc system
expansion and poor control. In fact,
they advise companies to use
alternatives wherever possible!

Using airflow to control movement also
makes them unreliable due to air leaks
and gasket degradation. In the past that
was acceptable, but now there is a
much better solution - IAl.

Is it Time to Take a Look?

If you are designing a new machine, or
planning a new production line in your
factory, now is the time to look at 1Al

1Al Expert Peter Stott explains why
electrical actuators are so much better
than your traditional pneumatics

Quality and Innovation

With Energy Savings of up to 70%, IAlis  If you want to reduce your carbon

the efficient alternative to traditional footprint, improve sustainability, or just

pneumatic cylinders, and the harder reduce your energy costs, get in touch

your cylinders work, the more energy with our experts to discuss how IAl can
IAl can help you to save. help you to reach your targets.

EleCylinder is the most cost
effective IAl Electrical
Actuator. It’s reliable,
easy to install, easy
to use - & saves
you energy!

Watch our video;
‘Automation Made Simple
with Al EleCylinder’

€C

ELECYLINDER

IAl EleCylinder Really Stole the Show at Automation Revolution...

IAl EleCylinder gained a lot of interest at * Simple Programming
Automation Revolution. If you're used « Start and End Points Can be
to specifying, or working with Set to Any Position
pneumatic cylinders, they are the most * AVD Values are Easily Set

straightforward units for you to use. * Easy to Adjust and Fine Tune

They use the same start and end point * Accurate and Repeatable
signals, are very similar in operation, but
will do the job much better than your
pneumatic cylinders ever could.

¢ Shorter Cycle Times
¢ Stable Velocity

Call Blackburn on 01254 685900 or Chippenham on 01249 460099


https://www.lcautomation.com/Page/Our_Suppliers/IAI.aspx
https://youtu.be/gbIc816Pakc?si=zKqjdcBjf8KbbN1r
https://youtu.be/gbIc816Pakc?si=zKqjdcBjf8KbbN1r
https://youtu.be/gbIc816Pakc?si=zKqjdcBjf8KbbN1r

